CITY OF KENMORE UPDATE ANNEX

Attachment 3
Executive Summary

The City of Kenmore has submitted an application to King County Office of Emergency Management to
become a fully vested planning partner in the King County Regional Hazard Mitigation Plan, approved by
FEMA on May 1, 2015. This jurisdictional annex is the result of the City of Kenmore adhering to all
linkage procedures prescribed in appendix B, of volume 2 of the King County Regional Hazard
Mitigation Plan. These “linkage” procedures define the requirements established by the Planning Team
for dealing with an increase or decrease in the number of planning partners linked to the regional plan
during the plan performance period. Any review of this jurisdictional annex must clearly understand that
is not to be interpreted as a stand-alone hazard mitigation plan for the City of Kenmore. This
jurisdictional annex is now a functional component of the King County Regional Hazard Mitigation plan
and should be viewed in context with elements of the regional plan.

As described in section 1.3 of volume 1 of the Regional Plan, this plan has been set up in two volumes so
that elements that are jurisdiction-specific can easily be distinguished from those that apply to the whole
planning area:

e Volume 1—Volume 1 includes all federally required elements of a disaster mitigation plan that
apply to the entire planning area. This includes the description of the planning process, public
involvement strategy, goals and objectives, countywide hazard risk assessment, countywide
mitigation actions, and a plan maintenance strategy. The following appendices provided at the
end of Volume 1 include information or explanations to support the main content of the plan:

- Appendix A—A glossary of acronyms and definitions

- Appendix B—A 5-year progress report on actions identified in prior hazard plans

- Appendix C—Planning partner bulletins

- Appendix D—Hazard mitigation questionnaire and summary of results.

- Appendix E—Concepts and methods used for hazard mapping

- Appendix F—Plan adoption resolutions from Planning Partners

- Appendix G—A template for progress reports to be completed as this plan is
implemented.

o Volume 2—Volume 2 includes all federally required jurisdiction-specific elements, in annexes
for each participating jurisdiction. It includes a description of the participation requirements
established by the Steering Committee, as well as instructions and templates that the partners
used to complete their annexes. Volume 2 also includes “linkage” procedures for eligible
jurisdictions that did not participate in development of this plan but wish to adopt it in the future.

All planning partners have adopted Volume 1 in its entirety and at least the following parts of Volume 2:
Part 1; each partner’s jurisdiction-specific annex; and the appendices.

As a linking partner, the City of Kenmore implemented components of the planning process prescribed by
the linkage procedures that gave the citizens of the City of Kenmore to participate in the development of
the jurisdictional annex and is described therein. The City is fully committed to the plan maintenance
strategy identified in section 21.5 of the King County Regional Plan. Like all planning partners, the City
will process annual progress reports requested by King County Office of Emergency Management and
actively participate in future updates to this plan.
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CHAPTER 1.
CITY OF KENMORE UPDATE ANNEX

1.1 HAZARD MITIGATION PLAN POINT OF CONTACT

Primary Point of Contact Alternate Point of Contact

Lauri Anderson, Senior Planner Debbie Bent, Community Development Director
18120 68™ Ave NE 18120 68™ Ave NE

Kenmore, WA 98028 Kenmore, WA 98028

Telephone: 425-398-8900 Telephone: 425-398-8900

e-mail Address: landerson@kenmorewa.gov e-mail Address: dbent@kenmorewa.gov

1.2 JURISDICTION PROFILE

The following is a summary of key information about the jurisdiction and its history:

Date of Incorporation—August 31, 1998
Current Population—21,370 as of April 1, 2014

Population Growth—Since 2008, the City of Kenmore has grown by 1,170 people—an
increase of almost 6%. It is anticipated that by 2035, the City will have a population of
28,473. .

Location and Description— Kenmore is located in the northern portion of King County
commonly known as the “Northshore” area, between the cities of Bothell and Lake Forest
Park. The City extends along the northeastern shoreline of Lake Washington and is bisected
from east to west by the Sammamish River, which connects Lake Sammamish to Lake
Washington. Swamp Creek and its extensive wetlands divide the northern portion of the city.
Kenmore is about 6 square miles in size and is primarily developed with single-family
neighborhoods. Most commercial development stretches along SR-522 which crosses the
City from east to west.

Brief History— Native Americans who lived in the Sammamish River Valley Area were
known as the Simump Tribe. White settlers, who arrived in the 1860s, called them the
Squaks, a corruption of the word “Squowh.” The forest-covered hills of Kenmore were
acquired by investors in Washington timber lands, including Philo Remington (inventor of
Remington guns). Remington later sold most of his property in the Kenmore area to Watson
C. Squire (his son-in-law). Squire was the last territorial governor of Washington state and
one of the state’s first United States Senators. Squire platted his land in 1892.

Kenmore was named by John McMasters. He and his wife, Annie, were originally from the
small town of Kenmore, Canada - 40 miles south of Ottawa. They arrived in Puget Sound in
1889 and leased land at Kenmore from Squire and named the area after his old home town.
McMasters operated McMasters’ Shingle Mill from 1900 to 1920. At first Kenmore was only
the mill, its cookhouse, manager’s house, bunkhouse and a few worker shacks. The mill was
just at the edge of Lake Washington, where logs were floated to the area to be made into
shingles for roofs and the sides of houses.

In 1913-1914, the brick road between Lake Forest Park and Bothell was opened and
restaurants sprang up in the Kenmore portion of the road. The first school was built in 1914.
In about 1918 a bridge across the Sammamish River was constructed.
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After the end of logging and in the days after the first World War, the Puget Mill Company
(Pope & Talbot) offered small tracts of land for residential use in Kenmore. Kenmore's
immediate proximity to Seattle—just two miles (3 km) north of modern Seattle city limits—
made it an early target of post-war housing development. The first plats in the new Uplake
neighborhood were sold in 1954. Homes were built north of the highway and between the
main intersection and Swamp Creek. Development of the southern part of the city started
about the same time.

During the second half of the 20th Century, the population of Kenmore grew quickly. On August,
31, 1998, the City incorporated.

+ Climate—Kenmore’s climate is typical of the Seattle area, with temperatures varying from
an average high of 75 degrees in August to an average low of 36 degrees in January.

* Governing Body Format—The seven member City Council is the legislative branch of the
city government and serves as the policymaking body. The Council selects one of its
- members as Mayor and one of its members as Deputy Mayor, both to two-year terms. The
Council appoints a City Manager to provide management direction of all City departments
and activities in accordance with City Council policies and direction. The Kenmore City
Council assumes responsibility for the adoption of this plan; the City Manager will oversee

its implementation.

e Development Trends—In the 10 years between 2000 and 2010, 1,081 new housing units were
built in Kenmore. It is anticipated that an additional 3,667 units will be built over the 25 years
between 2010 and the 2035 planning horizon. This averages to an additional 147 new units
annually. Jobs actually were lost in the City during the decade between 2000 and 2010, reflecting
impacts of the Great Recession. Over the 25 years between 2010 and 2035, it is anticipated that
an additional 3,079 jobs will come to Kenmore--an average of 123 new jobs per year. Regional
policy documents designate Kenmore as a “Larger City”--expected to become an important
subregional job, service, cultural, and housing center over time, with strong links to the regional
transportation system. Creating a Downtown “central place” is an important community focus, as
are advancing the public’s access to and connection to the waterfront and protecting existing
single-family neighborhoods. Zoning changes to allow clean light manufacturing throughout
much of the commercial area outside of the Downtown core may support the growth of primary
jobs in the City.

1.3 PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT STRATEGY

Early in development of this Hazard Mitigation Plan, the City conducted a public survey about hazard
mitigation issues. The survey was announced by a story in the Bothell-Kenmore Reporter, on the
city’s website, and through social media. Fifty people responded to the survey. Most (70%) were
Kenmore residents. An additional 25% were Kenmore residents who also work in the City. Two
percent of the surveyed work in Kenmore but were not residents. Survey questions included: what
hazards are you most concerned about affecting Kenmore; how prepared does your household feel
post- disaster; what actions can the city take to mitigate these hazards; and following a disaster, from
whom would you expect to receive help? :
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Respondents were least concerned about avalanches and dam failures.' They were slightly concerned
by seiches (lake waves) and volcanic eruptions. The most concerning hazards were earthquakes
floods, severe weather, and landslides.

Ninety-two percent of respondents were prepared in some way to deal with a natural disaster. Of that

92%, 60% felt somewhat prepared, 16% felt adequately prepared, 12% felt well prepared and 4% felt

very well prepared. Only 8% of respondents felt not prepared at all. In the first day following a

disaster, over 70% of respondents stated that they expect help from family and neighbors in the
~ affected area. Only 16% believed that local government would assist them in recovery.

Respondents supported the retrofitting of power infrastructure—in conjunction with Northshore
Utility District and Puget Sound Energy-- as the highest mitigation priority. This was followed by
retrofitting of City-owned infrastructure, including roads and bridges. More than 50% of respondents
believed that partnering with Northshore Fire Department, the Northshore School District, and
hospital districts to retrofit fire stations, schools and hospitals was a priority mitigation measure.
Nearly 50% focused on education about risk and natural hazards that affect Kenmore as a means to
reduce damage and disruption following a disaster.

Updating city laws and regulations for hazard areas such as floodplains and steep slopes was viewed
as a medium priority. Acquisition of properties in high hazard areas or in areas that are repeatedly
damaged was viewed as a low priority.

When asked how information about what to do and how to help should be distributed, 36% of
respondents preferred local broadcast media such as TV and radio. A close 34% prefer city
government email and alerts for information. Other less popular modes of information include the city
government website, community information bulletin boards, and social media networks like
Facebook and Twitter.

After completion of the draft plan, a three-week public comment period was held (from May 1, 2015
through May 22, 2015). Information about the draft plan and the comment period was emailed to all of
the survey respondents who provided contact information. A press release was issued and information
was included on the cover page of the City’s website. One comment was received, suggesting that a
Cascadia Subduction Zone earthquake would dwarf any of the other hazards covered in the Plan,
particularly if it were to occur in the winter. As the Plan already addresses earthquake hazards, no further
amendments were necessary to respond to this comment.

1.4 CAPABILITY ASSESSMENT

The assessment of the jurisdiction’s legal and regulatory capabilities is presented in Table 1-1. The
assessment of the jurisdiction’s fiscal capabilities is presented in Table 1-2. The assessment of the
jurisdiction’s administrative and technical capabilities is presented in Table 1-3. Information on the
community’s National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP) compliance is presented in Table 1-4.
Classifications under various community mitigation programs are presented in Table 1-5.

! A weir is located on the Sammamish River.
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Program Manager, and the Assistant City Manager. The City Manager gave final review and approval to
the Action Plan.
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